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INTRODUCTION 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries have experienced strong economic growth over 

the last decades, while inequalities between urban and rural areas have been rising. Tackling labour market 

and skills challenges of rural areas will be crucial to close the income gap between rural and urban areas 

and sustain inclusive growth. 

The tenth Annual Expert meeting of the Initiative on Employment and Skills strategies in Southeast Asia of 

OECD Southeast Asia Regional Policy Network on Education and Skills (SEARPN) and the eighth Regional 

Policy Dialogue on TVET of the German Government’s Regional Cooperation Programme to Improve the 

Quality and Labour Market Orientation of Technical and Vocational Education and Training (RECOTVET), 

took place at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Vientiane, Lao PDR, on 21-22 November 2018. 

The meeting brought together 100 participants including senior officials from the labour and education 

ministries of ASEAN member states (Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 

Thailand and Viet Nam), Australia, Canada, Chinese Taipei (Taiwan), South Korea, Mongolia, alongside 

representatives from the ASEAN Secretariat, the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization 

(SEAMEO), SEAMEO Regional Centre for Vocational and Technical Education and Training (SEAMEO 

VOCTECH), the International Labour Organization, the Asian Development Bank as well as the Swiss 

Agency for Development and Cooperation and Swisscontact, to discuss building skills and facilitating 

employment in rural areas of Southeast Asia. The active participation of a broad range of practitioners from 

chambers of commerce, local businesses, vocational schools as well as training institutions, contributed to 

making the discussions particularly interactive. The event also garnered press coverage in local 

newspapers and TV. 

The event was hosted by the Ministry of Education and Sports (MOES) of Lao PDR and organised jointly 

by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the Deutsche Gesellschaft 

für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) on behalf of the German Federal Ministry for Economy 

Cooperation and Development (BMZ). 
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OPENING SESSION 

Rural populations face various challenges that limit their access to quality training and employment 

opportunities. Typical challenges include long distances to training sites, difficulties to retain 

teachers, supply-driven training programmes, a shortage of decent employment opportunities, and 

the lack of career guidance services.  

Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) 

modernisation and quality enhancement have become key 

concerns among policy makers and practitioners. Due to context-

specific challenges of rural areas it requires tailored policies and 

approaches that meet the specific needs of rural learners and 

businesses.   

Skills development can be the key to poverty reduction in rural 

areas if it gets people into decent and gainful employment. The skill 

needs of the rural labour market must be reflected in the design of 

education programmes and TVET schools cannot be left on their own 

in this regard. Policy makers need to create the framework conditions 

for partnerships between local schools, VET institutions and the 

private sector. 

Regional co-operation is of great benefit to economic and social development and provides 

an opportunity for countries from Southeast Asia to exchange experiences and learn from each 

other on how to foster skills and employment growth. 

 

Distinguished Speakers 

H.E. Associate Professor Dr. Khamphay Sisavanh, Deputy-Minister, Ministry of Education and 

Sports, Lao PDR 

Dr. Sylvain Giguère, Head of Local Employment, Skills, and Social Innovation Division, Centre for 

Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions, and Cities, OECD 

H.E. Mr. Jens Peter Luetkenherm, German Ambassador to Lao PDR 

 
 
 
 
 
 

H.E. Assoc. Prof. Dr. 

Khamphay Sisavanh, Deputy 

Minister, MOES of Lao PDR 

delivering welcome remarks 



  

 5 

 
 

THEMATIC SESSIONS 

PLENARY SESSION 1: KEY LABOUR MARKET AND SKILLS CHALLENGES FACING RURAL AREAS 

 

ASEAN countries have experienced strong growth over the last decades, but they continue 

to face disparities between urban and rural areas. In rural areas, where one in two individuals 

in the region lives, students typically perform lower than their urban peers, and the population has 

a higher probability of poverty and employment informality, hampering sustained development and 

inclusive growth. A large share of workers in rural regions are employed in informal or vulnerable 

rather than decent jobs. 

TVET has emerged as a priority to address skills challenges, but it has not had a significant 

impact yet, partly due to low formal TVET enrolment rates. For TVET to be effective in ASEAN, it 

is crucial to improve the access to formal and non-formal TVET, and better align trainings to 

employer needs. 

Flexibility is key to adapt TVET to the needs of rural areas. The close examination of the local 

labour market including skills analyses of value chains are key success factors for TVET to adapt 

to local skill needs. The specific demands and expectations of rural communities should also be 

taken into account, together with the reputation effect linked to the recognition of prior learning. 

Tailored support should also be provided to tackle the specific skills and labour market challenges 

of women. 

Strengthening co-operation and partnerships among TVET institutions, the private sector 

and other stakeholders is key for trainings to be effective. The results of a survey undertaken 

in the Banteay Meanchey Province in Cambodia complements these findings. Among the 250 

surveyed companies, about 50% reported difficulties in recruiting skilled labour, with technical and 

practical skill deficits emerging as the major obstacle for micro, small and medium enterprises 

(MSMEs). While TVET institutions are rarely used, 80% of surveyed businesses are open to co-

operate with them, and willing to spend 50% more on salaries for higher skilled workers.  
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Australia already offers extensive experiences 

regarding TVET delivery and employment services for 

and in rural areas. The Australian system is characterised 

by strong industry engagement, nationally agreed 

standards for training providers and strong co-operation 

between the workplace and schools, VET and higher 

education institutions. Several initiatives targeting rural 

areas are in place. For example, the Australian Apprentice Wage Subsidy supports apprenticeships 

in skills need occupations in rural and regional areas, and the Community Development Programme 

assists job-seekers in remote areas. 

Moderator  

Mr. Ingo Imhoff, RECOTVET Programme Director, GIZ 

Panellists 

Mr. Jonathan Barr, Head of Employment and Skills Unit, Local Employment, Skills, and Social 

Innovation Division, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions, and Cities, OECD 

Ms. Bernadine Caruana, Counsellor, Department of Education and Training, Australia 

Ms. Sally Sinclair, CEO, National Employment Services Association, Australia 

Ms. Kumudhini Rosa, Project Director, Vocational Education in Laos (VELA), GIZ Lao PDR 

BREAKOUT SESSION 1A:  SUITABLE FRAMEWORK CONDITIONS FOR IMPROVING ACCESS TO 

TVET IN RURAL AREAS 

Many households in rural areas still lack access to TVET 

and employment services due to various factors such as 

ineffective policies, poor transport infrastructure, as well 

as economic and social inequalities. The creation of 

suitable framework conditions addressing these 

barriers is an important step toward facilitating 

access to TVET in rural areas.  

The Integrated Vocational Education and Training (IVET) framework in Lao PDR was 

designed to specifically improve the access of disadvantaged groups to TVET. Three levels 

of certificates provide the graduates with general education certification equivalent to class 9 and 

allow them to move to level 4-5 of the National Vocational Qualification Framework (NVQF). The 

combination of formal and non-formal school- based training, occupation-based training, and 
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competency-based training offer a flexible approach to suit all learner’s needs. Currently, with 

German financial support, 11 IVET Schools have been equipped and supported. IVET provides 

approx. 8500 students every year with the access to level 4-5 TVET education as well as approx. 

3000 students per year with access to level 1-3 short courses. 

Indonesia’s TVET development policies emphasise suitable framework conditions and the 

analysis of local labour needs. The main points are educational institution reform, competency 

standard development, internship ecosystem, improving infrastructure and practical equipment, 

mobilising of funds, and activating coordination at all levels. In addition, for the agribusiness sector, 

an analysis of values chains and of local comparative advantages in commodities highlight points 

of access for local economic agents. 

Participants of the group discussion identified 

further critical framework conditions to improve 

access to TVET. Flexible training systems including 

mobile training, community-based training, enterprise-

based training, and residential centre-based training 

courses play a key role to bridge physical distances. 

Online learning provides flexible training systems and 

can be scaled to any region with a sufficient IT 

infrastructure. Access can be improved by financing scholarships, voucher systems and school 

dormitories. Governments must commit public funds for these provisions and engage in public-

private partnerships. Inter-ministerial cooperation can facilitate access to TVET in rural areas by 

pooling resources in an integrated approach.  

Moderator 

Dr. Anil Verma, University of Toronto, Canada  

Panellists 

Mr. Somlith Virivong, Deputy-Director General, TVET Department, Ministry of Education and 

Sports, Lao PDR  

Dr. Yulius, MA, Deputy Assistant for Manpower, Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs, 

Indonesia 
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BREAKOUT SESSION 1B: IMPROVING ACCESS TO EMPLOYMENT AND SKILLS THROUGH 

INNOVATIVE LEARNING SOLUTIONS 

Given the high costs of traditional TVET delivery (availability of relevant programmes, qualified 

teachers, modern learning and teaching materials), the underfunding of public TVET and the lack 

of population density in rural areas, innovative learning approaches are important to improve 

access to employment and skills training. 

Digitalisation represents an opportunity for rural areas to address labour market and skills 

challenges. In Mongolia a career guidance website (www.mergejil.mn) was created to target 

secondary school students, unemployed people and parents, addressing the key challenge of 

limited access to information across the country. The website includes information on 63 TVET 

schools, explanatory videos about occupations, information on responsibilities and duties of 

trainees, as well as expected salaries. Videos also incorporate sign language and specific features 

for people with vision impairment. A mobile application 

of the portal is available, while information can also be 

downloaded as PDFs for off-line use in areas with 

limited internet coverage. Key factors include the use of 

visuals rather than text, dedicated staff, staff availability 

for direct user guidance, and promotion through 

websites and social media.  

The effectiveness of trainings in rural areas can also be improved by applying innovative 

approaches. Swisscontact Vocational Skills Development (VSD) intervention focuses on private 

sector engagement. A needs-based and context-specific approach grounded in a local labour 

market analysis is key to training development. To achieve this, Swisscontact involves communities 

including marginalised groups, local leadership, as well as the private sector, in developing local 

VSD solutions and connecting learners with businesses. The Integrated Agricultural Sites (SIFA) 

and the Coaching for Employment & Entrepreneurship (C4EE) projects represent two examples 

where Swisscontact adopted such an innovative approach. 

Roundtable discussion participants stressed the important role of innovative thinking to 

overcome accessibility and transportation barriers in rural areas. For example, in Sri Lanka, 

a mobile Career Guidance Unit (CGU), which travels to different parts of the island, was established 

to provide vocational training and skills development support to Sri Lankan youth. Participants also 

emphasised the need to embed innovations in local communities to bridge the gap between schools 

and the workplace. The role of networks such as local business associations can be pivotal to 

involve informal businesses.  

http://www.mergejil.mn/


  

 9 

 

Moderator 

Dr. Anthony Mann, Head of Unit, OECD Directorate for Education and Skills  

Panellists 

Mrs. Khaliunaa Avirmed, Director General, TVET Policy Implementation and Coordination 

Department, Ministry of Labour and Social Protection, Mongolia 

Dr. Sandra Rothboeck, Skills Advisor, Swisscontact 

 

BREAKOUT SESSION 2A:  BETTER LINKING JOB-SEEKERS WITH EMPLOYERS - INNOVATIVE 

JOB MATCHING APPROACHES IN RURAL AREAS 

The transition from school to work is not immediate, even if students possess the right skills 

needed in the labour market. Young people are often unaware of possible career and training 

opportunities while employers often lack the knowledge and resources to identify suitable 

graduates. Policy-makers need to facilitate the matching of labour demand and supply by providing 

labour market information systems, opportunities for job placements, and career guidance.  

Innovative approaches to linking job-seekers with 

employers exist across the ASEAN region. The Don 

Bosco One TVET – Philippines is a network of 18 TVET 

centres across the country focussed on providing training 

to disadvantaged youth. Industry partnerships play a crucial 

role in developing courses and aligning them to the needs 

and expectations of employers typically from the 

engineering, agriculture, transportation, construction and 

hospitality sector. Partnerships provide scholarships and opportunities for work-based learning. 

Marketing and advocacy help raise awareness of the initiative, and the establishment of a digital 

platform allows to download official forms, service and programme information as well as to upload 

students’ profiles making them easily accessible for enterprises.  
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In Cambodia, the National Employment Agency has been successful in connecting job-

seekers with employers. The Agency provides a broad range of services for both employers (e.g. 

vacancy announcements, jobseekers databank, vacancy matching, advice on recruitment, etc.) and 

employees (e.g. pre-employment training, access to vacancy and training information, career 

guidance and counselling, trainings, etc.). An Employment Forum is organised twice a month to 

facilitate meetings between job-seekers and employers, and an annual National Career Fair also 

provides career orientation to high school and university students. The NEA Job Portal 

(www.nea.gov.kh) provides easily accessible information on vacancies, labour market 

developments, career guidance and news. Television, radio as well as transport advertisement and 

community outreach are additionally used to engage job-seekers.  

Participants highlighted the need of strong 

partnerships and employer engagement to foster 

job matching in rural areas. As the experience 

presented by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in Lao 

PDR showed, collecting data, engaging the private 

sector as well as working with different ministries can be 

challenging, but effective practices to match labour 

demand and supply exist. Participants also stressed the importance of good labour market 

information, including the collection of demand side data on skills needs. The institutionalisation of 

innovative services such as mobile employment services must be considered for long-term public 

funding. 

Moderator 

Ms. Sally Sinclair, CEO, National Employment Services Association, Australia 

Panellists 

Mr. Fr. Rex M. Carbilledo, SDB, Training Director, Don Bosco One TVET- Philippines, Philippines  

Mr. Somean Kuoch, Deputy Head, National Employment Agency, Cambodia 

Ms. Khamtanh Chanthy, Senior Project Officer, Asian Development Bank 

 

BREAKOUT SESSION 2B: EMPLOYMENT PROMOTION BY SUPPORTING SELF-EMPLOYMENT 

IN RURAL AREAS – APPROACHES, POTENTIAL AND LIMITATIONS 

In the absence of conventional employers in rural areas, self-employment is an important 

and often the only economic opportunity rural people face. In some rural areas there are 

http://www.nea.gov.kh/
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opportunities to move into gainful self-employment by transiting from subsistence to commercial 

farming, from low-value to high-value agriculture, or starting a new business in off-farm occupations 

along the agriculture value chain. TVET can enable people to take advantage of such opportunities 

by providing the technical as well as entrepreneurial skills. 

In China, the Hanns Seidel Foundation tackles the issue of self-employment with an 

integrated approach that goes beyond skills development. Framed as a village renewal 

initiative the foundation focuses on selected villages tackling a range of challenges includes skill 

gaps, land consolidation, infrastructure development, water management, environmental protection 

and tailored business development. This requires the 

participation of the community, policy-makers and 

researchers. Over the course of more than 20 years the 

project in the Nanzhanglou village, where population 

increased by 10%, turned into a success story as the 

average income is 65% higher in comparison to 

surrounding villages. 

Attributed success factors are ownership and engagement by TVET stakeholders, 

continuous dialog with local residents and researchers, commitment to a long-term 

transformation process and TVET tailored to local possibilities. TVET is an essential part of 

village renewals project providing new technical skills to enable people to manage business risks 

and take advantage of new economic impulses. 

Participants identified tools to further support self-employment in rural areas including the 

provision of micro-finance and equipment at a discount rate after training completion, career 

counselling, and entrepreneurial training.  

Moderator 

Mr. Jegan Ganeshamoorthy, Advisor, GIZ Myanmar 

Panellist 

Mr. Sebastian Kade, Project Manager, Hanns Seidel Foundation 
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BREAKOUT SESSION 3A:  ATVET – A SUITABLE MODEL FOR ENHANCING THE RELEVANCE 

OF TVET IN RURAL AREAS IN ASEAN? 

Relevant skills to increase productivity in agriculture-

related sectors play a crucial role in linking the rural 

population to profitable income-generating activities. 

Agricultural technical and vocational education and training 

(ATVET) is highly relevant to rural areas given that 

agriculture is the main employment sector. In some national 

TVET systems ATVET have received only little systematic 

attention and has rather been in the domain of the Ministry of Agriculture. Yet given the increasing 

professionalisation as well as modernisation of agriculture and the resulting skill needs, TVET 

system need to accommodate on- and off-farm training in professional agriculture. 

Similar to conventional TVET, ATVET programmes must be tailored to industry needs. Value 

chain analysis is well suited to identify relevant occupations along the agriculture value 

chain and identify skill requirements. The results can be utilised as guidance for TVET schools 

to offer tailored training courses in relevant agriculture professions, whereas participants noted that 

there are many more occupations in the agriculture sector than just farmers.  

Strengths of ATVET identified by the participants included rural labour market relevance, 

the flexibility to adapt according to specific area needs, an overarching approach 

addressing multiple stakeholders, and the ability to provide training in rural areas. 

Weaknesses included a lack of current labour market information, and no comprehensive policy 

and educational standard for ATVET. Opportunities 

consisted of an increase in skilled jobs, ATVET as a 

possible guideline for rural policies, and rising 

attractiveness of agricultural jobs due to the usage of new 

technologies. Threats identified included volatile 

commodity prices and ATVET being highly subject to 

natural disasters and climate change. 

Moderator 

Mr. Alexander Monden, GIZ Lao PDR 

Panellist 

Dr. Emmanuel Santoyo Rio, Consultant and Lead researcher of a sector skills study for the 

agriculture and food-processing sectors in Lao PDR 
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BREAKOUT SESSION 3B: PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPATION IN TVET IN RURAL AREAS, 

EXAMPLES FROM ASEAN 

Ensuring that the private sector participates in TVET is crucial for trainings to provide the 

right skills needed in the labour market. Geographical dispersion, the lack of suitable 

programmes, and limited service quality can discourage rural businesses from being involved in 

TVET. Several initiatives have been implemented across ASEAN to address these issues. 

The PTHAS Training Programme has been established to upgrade skills among 500 MSMEs 

staff and support people from disadvantaged backgrounds to enter the Tourism and 

Hospitality sector in Lao PDR. The programme builds on national skills programmes under the 

Lao National Institute for Tourism and Hospitality, ensuring quality of trainings. It draws upon local 

industry trainers to deliver trainings to MSMEs, and adopts a mobile training delivery, with trainings 

taking place in both industries and rural TVET schools. The engagement of local business 

associations has been crucial to involve the private sector in this programme, as the experience of 

the Champasak Hotel and Restaurant Association has showed.  

The WISATA Teacher Internship Program was 

developed to improve teachers’ capabilities as well as 

building relations with the industry in Indonesia. The 

programme addresses challenges, the lack of teacher 

capacity in terms of tourism teaching materials, and the 

absence of synergy between schools and the industry. 

Participating teachers have the opportunity to interact on 

a daily basis with practitioners from hotels, tour operators and airlines. The programme has 

increased in size and has resulted in positive collaboration between teachers, vocational schools 

and industries. 

Similarly, the Link and Match programme aims to improve the relevance of vocational high 

schools by linking and matching them with the needs of the world of work, businesses and 

industries. The programme is characterised by close collaboration between teachers and trainers, 

government representatives, parents, partners and students. Hospitality courses are feature 

classroom sessions, hotel inspections, table manners as well as product exhibition. Students learn 

through forum discussions, tours and on the job trainings. 

The Vocational Skills Development Programme is being implemented to boost gainful and 

market demand-driven employment or self-employment and better income for 

disadvantaged men and women in Central and Southeast Myanmar. Within this programme, 
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curricula are developed based on occupational requirements, and courses focus on both trades 

and soft skills as well as health and safety. A key feature of the programme is the linkage of learners 

with employers through Employment Days, Sale Clerk Trainings, as well as Job Fairs and 

Entrepreneurship Trainings.  

Participants pointed out that co-ordination with 

local stakeholders is needed to develop trainings 

that are targeted to each rural area. Consequently, 

TVET systems need to be flexible and adapted to the 

specific local needs. Access to information concerning 

the private sector’s demand for skills emerged as 

crucial, as well as ensuring that TVET is relevant for the 

industry. Participants stressed that the key issue is not to “bring” the private sector into TVET, but 

rather to make TVET attractive for businesses. 

Moderator 

Mr. Richard Rose, Lao PDR Country Director, Swisscontact 

Panellists 

Mr. Thouy Phtsavanh, President, Champasak Hotel and Restaurant Association (CHRA), Lao PDR 

and Mr. Vila Chanthavong, National Technical Coordinator, Swisscontact Lao PDR 

Mr. Htet Aung Myo, National Local Vocational Training Manager and Mr. Stephan Giebel, Head of 

Local Vocational Training (LVT), Swisscontact Myanmar  

Mr. I Nyoman Adhi Wistawan, Cluster Human Resources Manager, Wyndham Hotel Group, 

Indonesia and Mr. Ruedi Nuetzi, Country Director, Swisscontact Indonesia 

 

PLENARY SESSION 2: IMPROVING THE ALIGNMENT OF TVET WITH ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT IN RURAL AND REMOTE LABOUR MARKETS 

Agriculture represents an important field of training for rural areas, but programmes show 

substantial mismatches between the trainings and the skills needed in the labour market. 

Agricultural development is still very relevant for most countries in the region to support a successful 

transformation of the whole economy. Wide education gaps persist in rural farming across 

Southeast Asia, with the share of employees who attained upper secondary education or above 

being substantially lower in rural than in urban areas. Skills for more productive agriculture, self-

employment and wage employment are a rare commodity. Therefore, improved matching of training 
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with skill demand such as digital skills for smart farming is needed to support the diversification of 

the rural economy and boost agricultural productivity.  

One size does not fit all in trainings: TVET should be adapted to the need of each local 

economy. Social partnerships play a key role to ensure that the training provided is adequate and 

relevant to labour market needs. TVET also needs to be attractive to learners, providing progression 

routes and being responsive to the learner’s abilities, and to society as a whole. In the case of Viet 

Nam, analysed in an OECD review, the development of qualifications framework, as well as 

mandatory work-based learning and workforce industrial knowledge are instrumental in ensuring 

effectiveness of TVET. However, the limited industry engagement and the low quality of work-based 

learning and the VET workforce remain relevant challenges. 

Different approaches are needed to address the specific challenges faced in the provision 

of TVET in individual rural areas. In China, urban schools are resourced at higher levels than 

rural schools. A review of overall expenditure and an increase of funding in rural areas, together 

with the establishment of minimum quality standards that all regions and schools can reasonably 

aim for, linked to resource allocation, are needed. The example of Iceland, where vocational 

programmes are made available to a widely dispersed population in rural areas through universities, 

knowledge centres, regional learning centres, upper secondary schools and in the capital, represent 

a successful approach to delivering effective trainings in rural areas. 

 

Moderator 

Ms. Bernadine Caruana, Counsellor, Department of Education and Training, Australia 

Panellists 

Dr. Anthony Mann, Head of Unit, OECD Directorate for Education and Skills  

Ms. Makiko Matsumoto, Employment Specialist, ILO Bangkok 

Dr. Xaybandith Rasphone, Board Director, Lao National Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Lao 

PDR 
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CLOSING SESSION 

TVET is a powerful tool for rural economic transformation. 

Innovative learning solutions combined with suitable framework conditions are crucial to 

bridge the rural access gap to TVET. This has to be supported through public funding of 

scholarships and mobile training.  

ATVET must be on top of the rural development policy agenda due to the employment and 

growth potential of the agricultural sector. The TVET sector needs to accommodate this 

potential with needs-driven skills training along the agricultural value chain. As automation is 

altering future skills need, TVET must adapt to changing labour market requirements and embrace 

opportunities deriving from digitalisation. 

Employment promotion needs to be improved in order to 

facilitate the transition of TVET students into the world of work, 

whether by linking job-seekers with employers or by 

supporting self-employment. TVET can help graduates by 

providing entrepreneurial skills in TVET schools and take advantage 

of policy initiatives such as SME promotion or micro-financing. 

Integrated rural development requires inter-ministerial 

cooperation to address challenges beyond skills development 

and a local multi-stakeholder approach. Multi-stakeholder 

engagement fosters ownership by TVET stakeholders through 

continuous dialog with local residents and researchers, commitment 

to a long-term transformation process and TVET tailored to local 

possibilities. 

Mr. Nouphanh Outsa, Director 

General of TVET Department, 

MOES of Lao PDR delivering 

closing remarks 
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Engaging employers through effective industry-education partnerships is essential to 

ensure relevance of training programmes. Private sector involvement and cooperation with 

TVET institutions needs to be incentivised by the public sector. 

Regional co-operation on TVET plays an important role to promote socio-economic 

development in rural areas across ASEAN. Knowledge-sharing among practitioners and policy 

makers from regional countries as well as OECD member countries allow the identification of new 

and innovative approaches to building skills and facilitating employment in rural areas, which can 

ultimately result in better policies for local communities. 

 

Distinguished Speakers 

Mr. Nouphanh Outsa, Director General, TVET Department, Ministry of Education and Sports, Lao 

PDR 

Dr. Sylvain Giguère, Head of Local Employment, Skills, and Social Innovation Division, Centre for 

Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions, and Cities, OECD 

Mr. Ingo Imhoff, RECOTVET Programme Director, GIZ 

 

 


